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Debate at the Ujazdowski Castle Centre for Contemporary Art 
Culture Tensions 
Al: The Death of the Artist?
29/06/2023, 18:30–20:00 
Speakers

Tracey Follows, Mateusz Siedlecki

Curators
Manick Govinda, Agnieszka Kołek
Ujazdowski Castle Centre for Contemporary Art welcomes you to a series of six bi-monthly public discussions with artists, writers, curators, and thinkers that will offer fresh, diverse perspectives on the pressing issues of our times, including migration, religion, women’s rights, gender and cultural identity, the European Union and post-modern culture. There will be plenty of time for audience questions and comments. This time our topic is AI and arts.

There is a massive proliferation of AI across all aspects of our lives. Microsoft and Google are the biggest global AI companies, and 77% of businesses in the world are currently using or exploring AI. For example, in the advertising and fashion industries human models are being replaced with AI models to meet diversity, inclusivity, and equality [DIE] requirements.
New technology, robots, androids, cyborgs, trans-humans have populated the human imagination not only in science-fiction, but also in culture and society in the form of both aspirations to the ingenuity of humanity and hubristic threats to the human spirit and condition. 
In material reality, will AI take the jobs of designers, craftspeople, artists, scriptwriters, and architects?
Who has control of all the data collected, as we use numerous AI apps to generate images, emails, relationships, consumer purchases, fantasies, articles, social media posts, and many other forms of interactions?
Will the rapid, chaotic growth of AI lead to a cull of artists?
We are delighted to welcome two distinguished guest speakers who will address some of the many questions on the impact of AI on art and society – the British futurist and author Tracey Follows, and the Polish photographer Mateusz Siedlecki, who uses AI to generate vibrant, futuristic and fantastical portraits.


Speakers:

 
Tracey Follows - one of Forbes’ Top 50 female futurists and has commented on the future of technology, society, and digital identity for the Financial Times and the BBC. She is the author of The Future of You (2021) and hosts a podcast of the same name, described as Apple’s 'best new show in Tech.’ She is also Visiting Professor of Digital Futures and Identity at Staffordshire University.
 
Mateusz Siedlecki - a photographer based in central Poland. He graduated with a degree in graphic design from the University of Łódź and has been working with photography and graphic design for more than twelve years. As a professional wedding photographer, he has received recognition and international awards (Lookslikefilm, PROWED Awards, MYWED awards). Over the past year, he has been using artificial intelligence in his graphic and poster design work and painting.

Hosts:
 
Agnieszka Kołek - artist, curator and co-founder of the Passion for Freedom Art Festival in London. Through supporting artists forbidden to exhibit their art, she exposes the silence of many and challenges the comfortable position of those who inhibit “safe spaces”. Agnieszka survived the terror attack in Copenhagen in 2015. She continued the meeting on art and blasphemy after the attack by saying: “They not only want to kill us. They want us to stop talking, so we should continue.
Curators


Manick Govinda - independent writer, artists mentor, lecturer, curator and arts consultant. He has written for The Critic, Index on Censorship, Arts Professional, Open Democracy and Spiked. He is the co-curator, alongside Agnieszka Kolek, of Culture Tensions, a new series of public discussions and conversations at Ujazdowski Castle Centre for Contemporary Art. Manick describes himself as an Eclecticist, open to different ideas and thoughts, open to unresolved contradictions. He was cancelled in 2019 by many English arts institutions for his gender critical comments and humour on social media and for his vocal criticism against the European Union.


 Admission is free.

More info:
https://u-jazdowski.pl/en/programme/discussions/napiecia-kulturowe/ai-the-death-of-the-artist-

Press materials:
https://u-jazdowski.pl/en/press-room/komunikaty-prasowe/culture-tensions/napiecia-kulturowe-767010778


Organizers
Ujazdowski Castle Centre for Contemporary art and Passion For Freedom
The series of debates has been financed by
The Ministry of Culture and National Heritage of the Republic of Poland 
Media partners
„Aktivist”, GoOut, Polska Press, TVP Kultura , ,,Radio dla Ciebie’’
         Media contact:
Agnieszka Kolek
Ujazdowski Castle 
Centre for Contemporary Art
+ 48 451 170 626
a.kolek@u-jazdowski.pl 
Dagmara Siemińska
Centrum Sztuki Współczesnej
Zamek Ujazdowski
+ 48 519 389 979
d.siemińska@u-jazdowski.pl
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