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Debate at the Ujazdowski Castle Centre for Contemporary Art 
Culture Tensions 

Cancel Russian Culture!?
23/11 /2023, 18:30–20:00 
Speakers

 Dr. Andriej Moskwin, Dr Tiffany Jenkins

Curators
Manick Govinda, Agnieszka Kołek
Ujazdowski Castle Centre for Contemporary Art welcomes you to a series of six bi-monthly public discussions with artists, writers, curators, and thinkers that will offer fresh, diverse perspectives on the pressing issues of our times, including migration, religion, women’s rights, gender and cultural identity, the European Union and post-modern culture. There will be plenty of time for audience questions and comments. 
Russia’s violent war on Ukraine still continues. Since the beginning of the invasion on 24 February 2022, there has been strong condemnation from the majority of nations across the world, with sanctions imposed on Russia. The USA, Germany, Great Britain, Norway, Denmark, and Poland are the top six countries pledging the most military aid to Ukraine. Poland is the third in the world pulling its weight in delivering aid to Ukraine and has taken in almost 1.5 million Ukrainian refugees.
Political and emotional sentiments against Russia, past and present, remain strong, and the war has spilled over into the culture war – there have been calls for boycotts and cancellations of past and contemporary Russian artists and anyone sympathetic to Russia.


For example, cancelrussia.info does not mince its words and writes that Russian culture is a colonialist culture and no support whatsoever should be given to Russian artists, writers, or musicians and their exhibitions, publications, or concerts:
“Russian culture is expansionary and imperialistic in nature. For generations, it has nurtured superiority over other nations, which were first subjugated by the Russian Empire and later by the Soviet state. The Russian Federation has chosen to continue this unfortunate practice.”
Is it right to cancel the culture of the aggressor and the invader in times of military aggression, imperial and colonial power, and invasion? Can we separate art from war and politics? Or, as suggested by a fridge magnet created for the Metropolitan Opera in New York City, should we “Cancel Putin, Not Pushkin”?

Panelists:
Dr Andriej Moskwin - He is currently Associate Professor and Head of the Laboratory of Theatre and Drama Studies in Central and Eastern Europe at the University of Warsaw. Dr Moskwin is also Editor-in-chief of the journal Theatre Studies of the Central and Eastern Europe, and has previously written about art for ARTeon magazine. He has organised a number of academic conferences on Belarusian, Slavic, and Russian culture.

Dr Tiffany Jenkins -  a writer and researcher, whose most recent book, Keeping Their Marbles: How the Treasures of the Past Ended Up in Museums and Why They Should Stay There , delved into the complex forces shaping the escalating debate over repatriating museum artefacts and rectifying historical injustices.  She also hosts the podcast Behind the Scenes at the Museum, which examines the controversies rocking the cultural world.  Dr Jenkins has also acted as a consultant advisor for a variety of arts organisations in Britain and the Nordic countries. She holds a PhD is in sociology and a BSC in art history.


Agnieszka Kołek - artist, curator and co-founder of the Passion for Freedom Art Festival in London. Through supporting artists forbidden to exhibit their art, she exposes the silence of many and challenges the comfortable position of those who inhibit “safe spaces”. Agnieszka survived the terror attack in Copenhagen in 2015. She continued the meeting on art and blasphemy after the attack by saying: “They not only want to kill us. They want us to stop talking, so we should continue.
Curators


Manick Govinda - independent writer, artists mentor, lecturer, curator and arts consultant. He has written for The Critic, Index on Censorship, Arts Professional, Open Democracy and Spiked. He is the co-curator, alongside Agnieszka Kolek, of Culture Tensions, a new series of public discussions and conversations at Ujazdowski Castle Centre for Contemporary Art. Manick describes himself as an Eclecticist, open to different ideas and thoughts, open to unresolved contradictions. He was cancelled in 2019 by many English arts institutions for his gender critical comments and humour on social media and for his vocal criticism against the European Union.


 Admission is free.

More info:
https://u-jazdowski.pl/en/programme/discussions/napiecia-kulturowe/cancel-russian-culture-?tid=t_content

Press materials:
https://u-jazdowski.pl/en/press-room/komunikaty-prasowe/culture-tensions/napiecia-kulturowe-342272123


Organizers
Ujazdowski Castle Centre for Contemporary art and Passion For Freedom
The series of debates has been financed by
The Ministry of Culture and National Heritage of the Republic of Poland 
Media partners
Tvp Kultura, Radio dla Ciebie, Trójka, Naszemiasto.pl, I.pl. Obieg, Goout, Tysol
         Media contact:
Dagmara Siemińska
Centrum Sztuki Współczesnej
Zamek Ujazdowski
+ 48 519 389 979
d.siemińska@u-jazdowski.pl
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