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The exhibition of Kamil Kukla will be on view at the Ujazdowski Castle Centre for Contemporary Art until 19 November 2017. It features the latest works of the young artist—images, time-lapse photography, digital prints and a sound installation.
In 2015, Oxford Dictionaries, for the first time in the history of the “Word” of the Year, nominated not a word, but a pictogram. An emoji, which is commonly known as “Face with Tears of Joy,” according to the deciding team, best reflected the ethos and mood of the time. In 2016, users of Apple's mobile devices flooded the Internet with complaints about the decision to redesign the peach emoji. In the new version, it resembled – simply – a peach. The company immediately restored the fruit to its former form – a peach butt, which thanks to its erotic associations, had become one of the most common expressions in the language of Tinder users.
The emoji used in the title of Kamil Kukla’s exhibition refers to the ambiguity of this particular graphic, which has permanently entered the Internet culture as a visual euphemism with a clearly erotic theme, says curator Piotr Policht. The figures presented in the artist’s latest paintings are of a similar character – found among them, on one of the works, is also the titled peach. The iconography of Kukla’s paintings blends elements of cold, technological, and digitally generated perfection with elements of almost tangible body parts. At the same time, the artist looks at the cultural fate of seemingly simple signs, which become prone to appropriation and lose their assumed uniqueness.
Kamil Kukla was born in 1989 in Tarnów. He graduated from the Faculty of Graphic Arts at the Academy of Fine Arts in Kraków. He works with painting, drawing, digital graphics, and experimental music. He has participated in exhibitions at, amongst others, BWA in Tarnów, BWA Sokół in Nowy Sącz, Knoll Gallery in Vienna, MOCAK in Kraków, and MODEM in Debrecen. In 2016, he won the Grey House Foundation Competition. He lives and works in Kraków.
Kamil Kukla’s show is the penultimate presentation in this year's edition of the {Bank Pekao Project Room}. The international jury, composed of Mirosław Bałka, Krist Gruijthuijsen, Jarosław Lubiak, Anda Rottenberg, and Małgorzata Smagorowicz, will select this year’s two best exhibitions. The winner of the Main Prize will receive 20,000 PLN; 2nd prize winner will receive 10,000 PLN. Ten emerging artsist compete for the prize: Małgorzata Michałowska, Mateusz Kula, Cezary Poniatowski, Anna Orłowska, Bracia, Stach Szumski, Marta Hryniuk, Natalia Janus-Malewska, Kamil Kukla, and Zuzanna Czebatul. The winner will be announced in January 2018. Admission to all exhibitions in {Bank Pekao Project Room} is free. 
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