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Claudia Clare (born in 1962) is a ceramics artist. She is a woman who knows her craft. After training as a painter at the Camberwell School of Art in the 1980s, Clare completed an apprenticeship with Winchcombe pottery. In 1997, she became a regular contributor to the magazine Ceramic Review, and a decade later completed a Ph.D. at the University of Westminster.
Clare’s work is about humanity, and so to her no topic is what an observant Muslim might refer to as ‘haram’ (i.e. forbidden). Postcard from the Caliphate is a darkly comic riff on the Islamic State (IS). The work was inspired by a report about a British jihadi who wrote a travel guide for potential tourists to the warzone. The carousel is a tribute to Mark Gertler’s dizzying Merry Go Round, painted in 1916 as a response to World War I. Clare takes this modernist masterpiece and twists it into contemporary satire.

Street Exit is one of a collection made in partnership with Women at the Well, a service that helps women leave prostitution. It illustrates the true story of a young woman who was pimped by a man she thought of as a ‘boyfriend’. The pot follows her journey as she begins to consider how she might build a life outside the sex industry. 

Other pots narrate the political fight to decriminalise prostitution’s victims, while pushing to bring perpetrators to justice. I’m Not The Criminal features a sgraffito portrait of Fiona Broadfoot, a campaigner who was groomed into the industry as a child. After years on the streets, she exited following the murder of her cousin. Broadfoot has fought to scrub police records for women convicted of soliciting. On the outside of the pot, Clare returns to  the carousel image, with a cavalcade of monstrous, naked men who profit from the abuse of women and girls.

Some say that Clare's works are not worth seeing. To them, Clare is an Islamophobe, a transphobe and a whorephobe. She has no business sharing her critique of the sex industry, for she is not a ‘sex worker’ herself. Neither is she a Muslim, and yet she persists in criticising Islamism without even having the decency to be brown. Worse still, as a lesbian she refuses to embrace her transgender sisters and laughs at their ‘lady penises’. But to those who can look beyond labels, Clare is a satirical ceramicist who transforms the darkest stories into works of exquisite beauty.


The content presented at the exhibition is recommended for adults. Please consider whether the content is suitable for young people over 16 years of age.
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