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Two exhibitions: “Human-Free Earth” and “Centre for Contemporary Nature”
as part of the project “Plasticity of the Planet”
Ujazdowski Castle Centre for Contemporary Art
15 March – 22 September 2019
Opening
Friday 15 March 2019, 7 pm 
Kurator 
Jarosław Lubiak
Curatorial collaboration
Michał Grzegorzek
Academic consultation
prof. UAM Monika Bakke
Architecture
Paulina Tyro-Niezgoda i Piotr Matosek
Graphic design
Monika Zawadzki, Olo Jean-Claude Zawadzki
Coordination
Maria Sapeta, Anna Kobierska 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Human activity has contributed to irrevocable damage to the natural environment. The project Plasticity of the Planet presented at Ujazdowski Castle Centre for Contemporary Art sets out to confront this destruction. It comprises two simultaneous exhibitions: Human-Free Earth and Centre for Contemporary Nature by the investigative team Forensic Architecture. The project also includes issue 10 of the online magazine Obieg entitled Becoming the Earth and a cinematic thread on the Anthropocene.  
The point of departure for each of these projects is the realisation that nature has ceased to be a stable, neutral backdrop for human activity. This makes it imperative to face the resultant paradox: on the one hand, nature appears to be defenceless matter, totally subjugated to exploitation and devastation, yet on the other, it manifests as an elemental force capable of the reciprocation of the violation we have wreaked upon it with magnified force. Destructive plasticity – a concept proposed by the French philosopher Catherine Malabou – makes it possible to understand the paradox and face the inevitable without succumbing to negativity or catastrophism. 

Human-Free Earth 
Artists
Ursula Biemann and Mo Diener, Bonita Ely, Gast Bouschet and Nadine Hilbert, Kelly Jazvac, Agnieszka Kurant, Diana Lelonek, Angelika Markul, 
the Mycological Twist (Eloïse Bonneviot and Anne de Boer), Pakui Hardware, Tom Sherman, Aleksandra Ska, Monika Zawadzki, Marina Zurkow 
Human-Free Earth is an exhibition that raises the fundamental issue that stems from reflection on the hypothesis of the Anthropocene – the current geological era, defined by human activity: that our species has lost its domination (perhaps illusory) over the processes that we have set in motion in our natural environment. The unintended destructive changes are without precedent and they are difficult to grasp – if only because of their universal scale or because they are seemingly irrelevant to our day-to-day existence. The works shown at the exhibition – some based on factual research – imaginatively capture the changes that have been occurring in nature and their consequences. There is, however, no wistfulness for the loss of envisage a world in which humankind is not the universal point of reference.   

Forensic Architecture
Centre for Contemporary Nature 

Forensic Architecture Team

Samaneh Moafi
Shourideh C. Molavi
Hannah Meszaros Martin

Stefan Laxness
Robert Preusse
Robert Trafford 
Imani Jacqueline Brown
Corey Scher
Salvador Navarro-Martinez

Sarah Nankivell
Eyal Weizman

Centre for Contemporary Nature, prepared for U–jazdowski by the investigative collective Forensic Architecture, presents two case studies of deliberate, premeditated acts of ecocide.  The collective has developed the idea of the Centres for Contemporary Nature Using which they see as a desirable alternative to the centres of contemporary culture that have proliferated in recent years. It is nature that today is the stage for numerous processes currently in train that may decide the fate of many cultures. We cannot afford to confine ourselves to observation and investigation; it is imperative that we devise a way to participate in such processes.
Organiser
Ujazdowski Castle Centre for Contemporary Art
Institution financed by
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Media partners
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Press materials
https://u-jazdowski.pl/press-room/komunikaty-prasowe/dwie-wystawy-bezludzka-ziemia-oraz-centrum-natury-wspolczesnej-w-nbsp-ramach-projektu-
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