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Exhibition at the Ujazdowski Castle Centre for Contemporary Art
17/11/2023-17/12/2023

Kim Whanki
The Duet – A Song from the Universe

 As we celebrate the 110th birth anniversary of the late Kim Whanki in 2023, a pioneer of Korean abstract art, his artwork is being introduced in Poland – for the first time in Europe – as an immersive video work.
Kim Whanki’s artistic journey can be mainly divided into three periods. The first period – spanning from the mid-1930s to the early 1950s– marked the beginning of avant-garde group activities in both Japan and Korea as he laid the foundation of his abstract art form. During the Paris and second Seoul period, which lasted from the 1950s to the early 1960s, he developed a semi-abstract style using motifs with Korean sentiments such as jars, mountains, the moon, etc. In the New York period between 1963 to 1974, he accomplished his unique pure abstract form called ‘All-over Dot Paintings’ throughout various artistic experiments in composition and materials. Reflecting on this journey, this video consists of 3 parts with the images of 15 artworks that represents Whanki’s distinctive style from each period. As this video is based on Kim Whanki's major artworks, it showcases the transformation of Kim Whanki's artistic world into a realm of pure abstraction, allowing the audience to experience Korean sentiments in the universal world of beauty that transcends cultural boundaries.
In addition to the videos, a performance program brought to stage through the collaboration with Polish performers completes the exhibition titled The Duet – A Song from the Universe. Through their movements and the immersive images, we hope that Kim Whanki's artworks can resonate with and connect to the era across different times and cultures.

· Exhibition is created in cooperation with Korean Culture Center in Poland and Whanki Museum in Korea.

More information:
https://u-jazdowski.pl/en/programme/exhibitions/kim-whanki
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