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The art of Maria Loboda is like the writing and rewriting of extraordinary stories, which she manipulates, distorts, and renders dysfunctional. Words, language, and communication play an important role in her work, something that the exhibition Sitting Here Bored like a Leopard clearly illustrates. It is is the artist’s first solo show in Poland, and one comprised almost exclusively of new works: sculptures, photographs, objects, and a stained-glass composition.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Loboda is an intercultural artist, which means that she builds her vocabulary by drawing from the resources of various cultures. She refers to her own work as an archaeology, for it contains references to history, art, philosophy, literature, science, folklore, alchemy, and various aspects of spirituality and transcendence in the wider sense.
In Maria Loboda’s art, the titles of works and exhibitions comprise a map, useful in navigating through the artist’s ambiguous, magical, and weird narratives, their mood reminiscent of the films of David Lynch. Nothing here is quite as it seems. The show borrows its title from Sylvia Plath’s poem Leaving Early (1960), and the paraphrase of a fragment sitting here bored as a leopard was the point of departure in developing its concept. A bored, lazy predator is calm and deadly at the same time: a mortal danger is expressed here through tedium rather than tension. A sensual image, a calm before the storm.
A gate with three tall and graceful entrances reminiscent of an Egyptian temple leads into the exhibition space. This could be a site where a strange, invisible deity is worshipped; or perhaps it is the lobby of some kind of office, bureau, or corporation, a token of power and prestige? This is suggested by the venetian-blind shadow cast on the gate’s outside-facing wall. A combination of the sacred and the profane, which ultimately comes down to neither. Venetian blinds, an inherent attribute of film-noir set design, return further in the show: in the room with a monumental polychromatic stained-glass piece showing a scene from American Gigolo, where the main protagonist, Julian, searches in panic through his apartment. Venetian blinds cast shadows on this cinematic scene.
The exhibition’s highlights include fair-sized sculptures, their aesthetic neutral and modern, which the museum guards on duty can sit on and relax in. This is a sly, subtly anarchist gesture towards artworks, which are usually protected from the viewer’s touch. Deeper into the show, we encounter references to the figure of the businessman, here extracted from Edgar Allan Poe’s scathing satire, as well as the motif of the villain as a film noir-style metaphor of the dark side of human nature.
The exhibition demonstrates that although the artist’s work resists easy categorizations, one thing can certainly be said about it: Maria Loboda likes to tell stories. Usually rather surprising ones, stemming from her personal fascinations , passions, obsessions even, which, however, gain in her works a universal dimension.
After the opening of the Warsaw show at the Ujazdowski Castle Centre for Contemporary Art, the artist is going to Venice, where she will present several works in the Biennale’s main exhibition.
Born in 1979, Maria Loboda has been based in Germany for over thirty years; she is a graduate of the Städelschule Frankfurt, an academy that offers its students a maximum of creative freedom and a focus on maximum independence from all non-artistic circumstances or considerations. Maria Loboda has participated in dOCUMENTA (13) and the 2014 Taipei Biennale, exhibited at the Museo Reina Sofia in Madrid and the Palais de Tokyo in Paris. In 2015 Loboda did a project for Kraków’s Bunkier Sztuki, she has also participated in the Tatra Conference (Kraków, Zakopane) and in the Mycological Theatre in Rabka, at Paulina Ołowska’s Kadenówka, but she hasn’t had an opportunity yet to present a larger body of work to the Polish public.
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