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One can read Miriam Elia’s work as a homage to a time of optimism, of innocent British nostalgia, of playful learning, a journey of learning and discovering, through happy images of smiling children exploring and discovering a world of wonder, as it was then. But there is subversive mimicry at play. Miriam’s art satirises contemporary culture, the politics and the ideologies that drives the engines of a globalised world. Her satire is part of a great tradition of political art and graphics, that began with the revolutionary invention of the multiplication of words and images through print for the common man and woman, at the beginning of the fifteenth century. Like preceding great political satirists; William Hogarth, Francisco Goya, John Heartfield, George Grosz and Karl Arnold come to mind, Miriam Elia pokes fun at the new socio-political order, she questions the new “the rules of the game” that was played out during the pandemic and lockdown, she assesses the aftershock and the new world order otherwise known as The Great Reset, a global initiative started by the World Economic Forum, that plans to re-order the very fabric of our lives under the deceptively benign mission to increase co-operation between global stakeholders.
The New Normal  exhibition at the Ujazdowski Castle Centre for Contemporary Art is an artistic commentary on the global panic caused by the coronavirus epidemic.
Miriam Elia is a visual artist and broadcaster from North London. Her diverse work includes short films, animations, illustrated books, prints, drawings, stand-up comedy and surreal radio writing.
She is best known for her art book We go to the gallery in which she illustrated the classic Peter and Jane Ladybird book characters grappling with conceptual art. Miriam graduated with a Master’s degree from Royal College of Art in 2006 after having completed a BA in graphic design in Brighton. In 2008 she was nominated for a prestigious Sony Award for her debut BBC Radio 4 sketch show A Series Of Psychotic Episodes, a surreal comedy series.
She frequently collaborates in writing with her brother Ezra Elia, and in 2011 published The Diary Of Edward The Hamster; the story of a philosophical yet deeply troubled Hamster living and contemplating the meaning of life in the solitary confines of his cage.  
In 2012 Miriam wrote and starred in her own comedy mini-series for Channel 4’s Random Acts short film strain Survival, which tells the story of five different animals living in and handling the circumstances of modern society in contrasting ways. From a bunny claiming benefits and selling ‘pure’ carrots to get by to a wealthy hipster fox partying her life away in fashionable Shoreditch, in East London. Miriam continues to create her “learning scheme” books for her independent publishing press Dung Beetle and is artist-in-residence at The Critic magazine.
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