[image: ]

Polonia Uncensored. Ignacy Czwartos

   Venice, Viale IV Novembre, 8
17 April – 17 May 2024 (opening 17 April, 6 pm)

Curator
Piotr Bernatowicz

The exhibition presents fifteen oil paintings by Ignacy Czwartos. The first and largest group of paintings deals with figures and events from Polish history, forbidden by the communist regime between 1945 and 1989, known as the "blanks" in Polish history. These are mainly the stories of the Polish soldiers of the anti-communist underground, who fought against the Soviet totalitarianism between 1944 and 1963. The majority of them were brutally murdered by both the Soviet and the Polish communists.

The second thematic group consists of depictions of German war criminals responsible for the murder of thousands of Poles and Jews, who lived in post-war Germany and were never held accountable for their crimes.

Czwartos also refers to the present - to the criminal activities of Putin's Russia, which for many decades was treated as an equal political and economic partner by the leaders of democratic Europe.

These are issues that have once again been censored in today's Poland, which is governed by a liberal-left coalition. They are being erased from the public media and from the institutions of the state. The result has been the emergence of new-old 'blank spots' - areas of history that should not be spoken of aloud.

The fate of the project to present Ignacy Czwartos’ paintings in Venice illustrates the process of this new censorship. The scenario of the exhibition of paintings by Ignacy Czwartos entitled: Exercises in the Tragedy of the World. Between Germany and Russia was selected in an open competition for presentation in the Polonia Pavilion as part of the 60th Venice Biennale. The project was approved by the Minister of Culture. However, after the October 2023 elections, the new Minister of Culture suspended the project. One of the reasons given was the promotion of a 'false understanding of Poland's past' and 'speaking from the position of a victim'. The new authorities in Poland are supposed to decide what is real and what is false Polish history, and they are also reluctant to talk about Polish victims.

Despite the suspension of the exhibition, Ignacy Czwartos’ paintings made it to Venice. The Polonia Uncensored exhibition was created to defend freedom of speech and art. It is possible thanks to the support of the Polish diaspora - a real and living Polonia, represented by Mr Marek Buczkowski, who provided the space for the presentation of Ignacy Czwartos' paintings in Venice.

Ignacy Czwartos (b. 1966) is a Polish painter, draughtsman, one of the co-founders of the Otwarta Pracownia Independent Artists Association and Gallery in Cracow, established in 1995. He graduated from the Adam Mickiewicz University, the Institute of Art Education in Kalisz under prof. Tadeusz Wolański's workshop in 1993. His works have been exhibited in numerous important Polish galleries and museums, such as the Zachęta National Gallery of Art in Warsaw, the Wrocław Contemporary Museum, and the Center for Contemporary Art Ujazdowski Castle in Warsaw. Czwartos lives and works in Cracow.

More information: 
https://u-jazdowski.pl/en/programme/exhibitions/polonia-uncensored

Press materials: 
https://u-jazdowski.pl/en/press-room/komunikaty-prasowe/exhibitions/polonia-uncensored

C0-financed by Polish National Foundation 
Official Partner Polish National Foundation

Media contact:
Dagmara Siemińska  Ujazdowski Castle 
Centre for Contemporary Art + 48 519 389 979 d.sieminska@u-jazdowski.pl  

[image: ]
image1.png
U—jazdowski




image2.png
Centrum Sztuki Wspoétczesnej
Zamek Ujazdowski

[Ujazdowski Castle
Centre for Contemporary Art]

Jazdow 2, Warszawa
www.u-jazdowski.pl




