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Franciszek Orłowski
Work for Small Change
Work for Small Change is a richly illustrated album of works by Franciszek Orłowski. This is the first such extensive presentation of his art.
Published by the Ujazdowski Castle Centre for Contemporary Art in collaboration with the Municipal Gallery Arsenał in Poznań, the book is an attempt to look at Franciszek Orłowski’s work from a broader, international perspective. The book was initiated and edited by Magdalena Radomska from the Institute of Art History at the Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań. 
The main theme of the publication and the artistic practice of Orłowski is the concept of work. The artist explores the place of work in a contemporary capitalist society affected by economic crisis – he addresses issues of precarity, illegal work, economic migration, poverty and homelessness. He approaches the subject of social class with social sensitivity, questioning his own position as an artist.
The book contains commentary on the artist’s work by four theoreticians of contemporary art. Ieva Astahovska, an art curator from Riga, associated with the Latvian Center for Contemporary Art, analyzes the role of Orłowski’s work in the broader context of engaged art from Eastern Europe. Caterina Preda, a political scientist from the University of Bucharest, author of Art and Politics under Modern Dictatorships: A Comparison of Chile and Romania (2017), winner of the 1st European Arteast Foundation International Research Grant, emphasizes the political nature of Orłowski’s activities. Amy Bryzgel, a professor of film and visual culture at the University of Aberdeen, the author of Performing the East: Performance Art in Russia, Latvia and Poland since 1980 (2013) and Performance Art in Eastern Europe since 1960 (2017), discusses the performativity and empathy of Orłowski’s works. The theoretical section of the book ends with a chapter by Magdalena Radomska, the editor of the publication, which binds all the texts together and interprets the artist’s work from a labour-oriented perspective.

Book launch and signing
on 4 April 2019 at the Ujazdowski Castle Centre for Contemporary Art in Warsaw, with participation of: Franciszek Orłowski, Amy Bryzgel, Magdalena Radomska, Marek Wasilewski, moderated by Bogna Świątkowska


[bookmark: _GoBack]Franciszek Orłowski
born in Poznań in 1984. He lives and works in Poznań and Warsaw. Post-conceptual artist, sculptor, performer, creator of installations, artistic objects, videos and participatory projects. He graduated from the University of Fine Arts in Poznań; here, at the Faculty of Intermedia, he completed his diploma in 2010 under the direction of professors Mirosław Bałka and Piotr Kurka. Currently he is a PhD student at the university. In 2014, he was awarded a scholarship for an art residency in Tokyo.
Orłowski’s focus is on man and his condition. His time and place of birth allowed him to confront the world of real socialism with emerging capitalism and consumerism. In his projects he deals with political, geographical, social, economic and class identity. Many of them are created from a post-Marxist perspective.
In 2015 at the Ujazdowski Castle Centre for Contemporary Art in Warsaw, Orłowski had an individual exhibition entitled There is still a lot of room down here (curator: Marek Goździewski). His projects have been presented at the Museum of Modern Art in Warsaw (2008, Ain’t No Sorry); Zachęta National Gallery of Art in Warsaw (2013, The Splendor of Textiles); Ujazdowski Castle Centre for Contemporary Art in Warsaw (2016, Retuning. Leszek Knaflewski and Soundscapes; 2013, British British Polish Polish); Centre of Contemporary Art in Toruń (2015, Anthropology of Geometry); TRAFO Center for Contemporary Art in Szczecin (2017, Swag & Threat); Munipical Gallery Arsenał in Poznań (2018, Everyday life in Poland); Arsenał Gallery in Białystok (2012, Potential City; 2011, Mir); Rodriguez Gallery in Poznań (2018, Cabinet of True Horizons; 2017, There is not one); Stereo Gallery in Poznań (2010, Do It Like That); Bunkier Sztuki Gallery of Contemporary Art in Krakow (2015, Minimal forms of reality); BWA Wrocław (2012, Apoptosis); BWA Zielona Góra (2011, Selected Projects); BWA Sokoł in Nowy Sącz (2016, Masters Peasants, Peasants Masters); Gdańsk City Gallery (2018, Flow); the Manhattan Gallery in Łodź (2016, Love).
He has also taken part in international exhibitions and events, including: Revolve Performance Art Days (Uppsala Konstmuseum, Uppsala, 2018); Common id-eas (Kersan Art Foundation, Yogyakarta, 2018); Interiors (Mathare Art Gallery, Nairobi, 2018); OSTRALE Biennale (Center for Contemporary Art, Dresden, 2017); AIT x Takanawa Unlimited (Tokyo, 2017); Hati Hati Hat. Social Design for Social Living (National Gallery, Jakarta, 2016); Je brule Paris (Cite internationale des Arts, Paris, 2016); Odessa Biennale of Contemporary Art (Museum of Odessa Modern Art, Odessa, 2015); Proximity (Bangkok Art and Culture Centre, Bangkok, 2015); ART IST KUKU NU UT, PRADA PRAVDA (Tartu, 2013); Double Game – Podwójna gra (a Polish-Ukrainian special project within 1. International Biennale of Contemporary Art, Mystetskyi Arsenal, Kiev, 2012); After Socialist Statues (Contemporary Art Centre, Riga, 2011); Zerreisproben (Lepiziger Kreis, Leipzig, 2010).
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